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Bethena by Scott Joplin has been described as the greatest of the ragtime waltzes.   This composition was the first after the death Joplin's wife of 11 weeks due to
pneumonia.

Bethena also is my favorite Joplin composition.  I have intended to create a guitar solo for almost 20 years.   I put it off due to the challenges it presents.   The
piano has a much greater range than the guitar which Joplin utilized.   I determined that a transcription faithful to the sheet music would be impossible.   My first
draft was in the key of G which was the key the sheet music used.   However, I believe E is a better key for guitarists.

There are several classical guitar arrangements with fine recordings on Youtube.   One version was in the key of E.  Several others are in the key of G, one with a G6
tuning (D G D G B E).   I am no fan of alternative tunings so the versions utilizing the G6 tuning were out of the question, at least, for me. 


